
Can the funds 
be raised 

to build new 
enclosure/s?

PROCEED WITH 
RESCUE / REHOMING

 RESCUE / REHOMING 
UNABLE TO PROCEED

Are the animals 
healthy & fit to travel?

 Is there veterinary
approval?

Will the authorities
issue the necessary

export / import 
permits?

Will the owner /
facility agree not to

replace the animals?

Can the animals
be introduced to
other sanctuary

animal/s?

Is there 
permission 
to extend 
sanctuary?

Will rescue
significantly improve
the animal’s welfare?

Can Born Free
Influence? E.g.

Campaign / media /
contacts?

This flowchart provides an example of the type of questions that Born Free has to ask whenever a captive animal in
need is brought to our attention and when considering any rescue or rehoming.  However, each situation is unique and
even if at the time circumstances appear to fit the flowchart, this does not mean that the animal/s will be able to be
rescued by Born Free.

CAPTIVE ANIMAL RESCUE CONSIDERATIONS

Is the owner 
willing to 

relinquish  animals?

Is there sanctuary
space available?

Are the relevant
authorities willing to

confiscate?

Are the required funds
available for rescue &
lifetime care? Can the

funds be raised?

Are the animals 
treatable to make fit 

 to travel? Is there
veterinary approval?

Is it safe & 
logistically feasible

 to rescue?


