Signs of spring
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HEAR THE ROAR

Have you woken up to hear songbirds singing? Or spotted daffodils peeping out of
the ground? After a chilly and wet winter, spring is now just around the corner!
Here’s our guide to spotting the first signs of spring in the UK.

Hedgehogs begin to emerge in March after a winter of hibernation and there are lots of
things you can do to make your garden hedgehog-friendly. Why not let a corner of your
garden grow wild with plants to provide shelter and encourage insects? You could also
make sure there are gaps in your fence or hedge so they can travel from one garden to
another. You could even build them a simple house – there are lots of examples online.

After such a long sleep, the queen bumblebees are quite dozy! The first thing they do is
look for flowers and drink some nectar for energy, before finding somewhere to nest and
lay their first eggs of the season. These eggs hatch as female worker bees, whose job it is
to guard and clean the nest.

Look closely in ponds and you might just see the jelly-like spawn of frogs and toads.
Frog spawn appears in large clumps, whereas toad spawn is found in long chains
attached to plants and weeds.

Female badgers usually give birth in February in the same setts that have been used for
generations. Around 80% of a badger’s diet is made up of earthworms and they can eat
hundreds of them in a single night! Keep an eye out for badger tracks when visiting the
woods as they are fairly distinctive. They have long claw marks with five toepads in front
of a wide rear pad (see p.16 Hear the Roar issue 2).

Chiffchaffs are usually one of our first arrivals, returning from their winter holidays around
the Mediterranean and north Africa. If you listen carefully, you might just hear their
distinctive chiff-chaff song. You may also recognise the call of the cuckoo, or notice the
forked tails of swifts and swallows in flight.

Daffodils are beautiful, but there's no better sight than a carpet of bluebells across a
woodland floor. They pop up early to get as much light as possible before other plants and
trees block out the sunlight above them. Don’t miss out on this spectacular floral display,
visit your nearest bluebell wood this spring.
What is your favourite sign of spring? Send your stories and pictures to
education@bornfree.org.uk (please ask your parent or guardian before getting in touch).
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