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Dear Friend of Wildlife
 
Will and I would like to extend an especially warm welcome, and our thanks to you for 
taking the time to read this, our latest Impact Report, which demonstrates how Born 
Free has delivered for wildlife and communities in 2021/22.

Looking back over recent years, we feel our enforced isolation over many months, as a 
result of the Pandemic, may have helped people begin to understand what life is like for wild 
animals confined in zoos and circuses. It has also made us recognise just how precious our 
connection with nature is, and the fragile vulnerability of the natural world, especially when 
our ability to protect it from exploitation and destruction is reduced. Despite what has been 
a challenging and, in many cases, tragic situation, our determination to make a difference 
remains undiminished, and the results of our efforts speak for themselves.
 
We often hear people say, ‘When are they going to do something about it’, referring to 
some problem that remains unresolved. Well, at Born Free we now say: ‘Why don’t we 
do something about it’. ‘We’ means us, you and me, the Born Free Family.
 
This report is proof of what we do with the generous support we receive. It shows just 
how much we can achieve: for individual wild animals in need, for species under threat, 
for communities on the edge. In the corridors of power and on the conservation front 
line, the direct actions we take and the policies we champion are making a difference 
to thousands of lives – human and animal – every single day.
 
Our impact is your impact. Together we are 
making a difference.
 
Thank you.

Virginia McKenna OBE
Co-Founder & Trustee

Will Travers OBE
Executive President
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YOU CAN HELP
There are many ways you can partner with Born Free and 
support wild animal care and conservation. Together we 
can achieve so much for wildlife! To take action and make 
a difference email: info@bornfree.org.uk

OUR IMPACT IS YOUR  IMPACT. TOGETHER WE ARE 
MAKING THE WORLD A KINDER, BETTER PLACE.

WELCOME



INTERNATIONAL RESCUE

ONE 
TIGER

FOUR 
SERVALS

FOUR 
LIONS

Sandro the tiger
Rescued from a rundown 

Spanish zoo – closed in 2019 
after our 23-year campaign – the 

15-year-old given a life worth 
living at a sanctuary in Italy.

TWO 
CHEETAH

The Lions of 
Lockdown
Angela, Bellone, 
Louga and Saïda – 
rescued from a circus in 
France – moved, at last, to 
our sanctuary at Shamwari, 
in South Africa. Born Free 
has rescued 54 lions since 
we began and, thanks to 
our supporters, currently 
cares for 28 lions 
costing us £195,597 
every year.

Where nature intended
Kept illegally as pets in Belgium, 

we relocated four rescued servals 
to our section of Panthera Africa 

Sanctuary, in South Africa.

Safe at our centre
Rescued from Ethiopia’s 
illegal pet trade, our 
team brought first Sisay, 
then Dehar, to the safety 
of our Ensessa Kotteh 
Rescue Centre.

Let’s hear for the 
little guys!
£2,500 grants to five rescue 
centres across the UK, caring 
for and releasing thousands of 
hedgehogs, badgers, foxes and more.

Online vet hub
Created by Born Free 

experts, a new video series 
helps 29,000 vets and 14,670 
nurses give species-specific 
treatment to a wide range of 

UK wildlife casualties.

UK WILDLIFE

0504

FIND OUT MORE 
Visit 

bornfree.org.uk/
rescue-care

From badgers to bear cubs, chimps to cheetahs, we rescued 
individuals and gave expert, loving care – releasing to the wild 
if feasible, or providing a lifetime home.

What we 
achieved 2021/22

A FEW 
HIGHLIGHTS
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Saving tigers 
with Yash
Our new consultant, Yash 
Dalmia, helped coordinate a 
network of eight conservation 
organisations supporting local 
people, including education for 6,346 
students, medical care for 9,354 patients 
and wildlife conflict mitigation in 65 villages.

INDIA
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In partnership with local communities, we protected iconic species 
and their habitats – so countless other species could thrive. 
By reducing conflict, we enabled people and wildlife to coexist.

What we 
achieved 2021/22

A FEW 
HIGHLIGHTS

KENYA

Pride of Meru
Using 40 new 
camera traps and 
covering 10,000 
miles, our team 
ID’d 65 lions, 
rescued two from 
snares, and undertook 
a pilot study for a 
community survey.

Meru National Park
In our heartland, where Elsa the lioness 
was returned to the wild, we are helping 
the Kenya Wildlife Service restore the 
park’s wildlife to its former glory:

Saving Meru’s Giants
We launched 
a major new project 
to protect rare 
giraffes and 
elephants. Working 
with local people, 
we identified 46 
individual elephants 
and 45 giraffes, and 
removed deadly snares.

‘Smart’ boma
We built the world’s 

biggest boma, a 
500m enclosure to 

protect 300 Maasai 
people and their 

livestock, with 
two-metre mesh, plus 

solar lights, eco-friendly 
stoves and water storage.

 Pride of Amboseli
Predator-proof bomas

357
reinforced 
enclosures 
(since 2010)

community 
members 
supported

7,500 100,000

182% ZERO

cattle and 
goats 

protected

increase in 
lions to 

over 140

retaliatory lion 
killings reported 

since 2010

TIGERS ON THE UP!
India reported nearly 3,000 
tigers, more than double the 
number recorded when our 
work began there in 2004.

LIONS ON THE UP!
Kenya reported a 25% lion 

increase to over 2,500 since 
2010 - the year our 

lion conservation work 
began there.

FIND OUT MORE
We also helped our partners protect forest 
elephants, jaguars, Indochinese tigers, 
orangutans, chimpanzees, gorillas, pangolins, 
Ethiopian wolves (including 94 new pups!) 
and many more. Visit bornfree.org.uk/
conservation to read all about it!
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Keeping rhino safe
We helped protect 
Meru’s 100 black 
and white rhinos, 
providing rangers 
with essential solar 
energy. Not a single 
rhino was poached 
and Kenya’s rhinos 
increased 11% to 
1,605, including 10 
calves in Meru alone.

Identified 46 

indvidual elephants

Kenya’s rhinos

 increased 11%

ID’d 65 lions



Charity Film 
Awards
Our powerful film Protect 
Them, Protect Us, 
narrated by our Founder 
Patron, Dame Joanna 
Lumley, and linking Covid 
with wildlife exploitation, 
was a finalist at these 
prestigious
awards
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Good policy underpins our mission to stop wild animals being exploited 
for trade or ‘entertainment’. Our team published hard-hitting reports 
and lobbied decision-makers to improve wildlife protection.

What we 
achieved 2021/22

A FEW 
HIGHLIGHTS

MAKING HEADLINES WITH MAJOR REPORTS & CAMPAIGNS

Exhibition or 
Exploitation? 

We called for the UK 
government, and 

Scottish and Welsh 
parliaments, to prohibit 
the use of wild animals 

for public events 
or performance.

Zoos: Financing 
Conservation or 
Funding Captivity?  
We found even the UK’s 
leading zoos spent an 
average of just 4.2% 
of their income on 
conservation in the wild. 

The Exotic Pet-demic: UK 
Ticking Timebomb Exposed 

Published with the RSPCA, we 
revealed the threats wild pets pose 
to people and animals, and called 
for legislation to be overhauled.

Who lives next door?
Following our UK dangerous wild pet 

survey and involvement in ITV’s shocking 
documentary Britain’s Tiger Kings, our 7k 
signature petition called for legal reform.

Conservation or Collection? 
We revealed less than 27% of species 
in the UK’s best-known zoos are 
endangered and over half are of 
‘Least Concern’.

Positive activities
Our policy team influenced a huge range of 
wild animal-friendly legal protections, with 
national and global initiatives including:

• Persuading the World Health Organisation to agree to 
pandemic prevention 

• Hosting a nature protection discussion with the 
Cabinet Office at the COP26 climate conference

• Securing governmental support for a global agreement 
to tackle wildlife crime under the United Nations Treaty 
on Organised Crime

• Persuading the UK government to announce details 
of its long-anticipated ban on trophy imports and 
pushing for its introduction without delay

• Securing a commitment from the South 
African government to phase-out 
despicable canned hunting

• Following years of our lobbying, 
we cautiously welcomed the 
European Commission’s new 
ivory trade regulations

FIND OUT MORE 
Visit 

bornfree.org.uk/wildlife-trade 
bornfree.org.uk/publications
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73% of species in UK’s leading zoos

 not threatened with extinction.
We uncover nearly 4,000 

dangerous wild pets

We reveal UK’s best-known zoos 

spend millions on new exhibits.

3m reptiles, amphibians, 
invertebrates and birds kept as pets

We find 597 captive reindeer 
exploited in England.
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Based at our Ensessa Kotteh 
Wildlife Centre our team:
• Held a workshop for 23 police 

and military personnel to raise 
awareness on wildlife issues and 
build support

• Developed outreach and lesson 
plans for five key local schools 
reaching 112 pupils

1110

Based at our big cat 
sanctuary within Shamwari 
Private Game Reserve, we reached out to 14 
local schools and 1,871 children, along with 
223 community members, by:
• Organising community clean up days
• Developing environment clubs
• Hosting visits to our sanctuary

School-based workshops
With our new Volunteers 

for Future partners, 
we spoke to 2,000+ 

primary school 
students, with 

100% of teachers 
recommending our 

workshops.

Creative Nature
Engaging 30,728 young 
people through arts 
and outdoor education, 
partners included:
• Last Chance to Paint
• Where Did All The 

Animals Go?
• Get Creative   

Outdoors

The Shark Who 
Barked
5,000 kids listened in 
as children’s author Jay 
Vincent gave an exclusive 
online reading of his new 
book on World Book Day, 
3rd March 2022.

Great Debate
Our Key Stage 2, 3 and 4 
teaching packs published 
on www.tes.com were 
downloaded 872 times 
and engaged 24,073 
students on key wildlife 
topics not least the impact 
of cattle farming.

1,900 
Schools received 
Hear the Roar kids 
magazine free of charge 

1,000+ 
Subscribers enjoyed our monthly 
Hear the Roar Extra Loud email

We reached thousands of Key Stage 2 
and 3 pupils with webinars

AUTUMN 2021
ISSUE 5

•   IS IT A BIRD?  IS IT A PLANE?  
Discover some of our seasonal visitors

•   VULTURES: VILE OR VITAL?   
Which vulture are you?

•   FEED THE BIRDS 
Make your own garden bird feeder

Plus, all the latest Born Free news!

Images © georgelogan.co.uk, BFF, ZPP

EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNITIES
Our team inspired the next generation to nurture the wild, 
promoting wild animal care and conservation in global schools 
and communities living alongside threatened wildlife.

What we 
achieved 2021/22

A FEW 
HIGHLIGHTS

UK

KENYA ETHIOPIA
Working with some 640 Conservation Club 
pupils at 16 schools and communities around 
Amboseli and Meru National Parks we:
• Drilled a clean water borehole at Lenkisem 

Secondary School, with Schools for Kenya, 
benefiting the school and community

• Built a science lab at Kanjoo Secondary 
School benefitting 450 pupils

• Provided menstrual dignity                         
packs to hundreds of girls

• Planted thousands of
trees in Amboseli                                                       
and Meru   

SOUTH AFRICA
• A £50k grant 

supported 
Chipembele Wildlife Education 
Trust’s conservation education, 
reaching 16,171 local people

• Ongoing support to Zambia 
Primate Project raised awareness 
that monkeys are wild animals, 
and that it is illegal to keep them 
as pets, and helped return rescued 
monkeys to the wild

ZAMBIA

FIND OUT MORE 
Visit bornfree.org.uk/education



Virginia McKenna’s 90th
Over a thousand supporters worldwide joined us for 
an online party to celebrate our Co-Founder’s 90th 
birthday in June 2021. The night raised funds while 
PR included the front cover of Big Issue magazine, 
the Mail on Sunday, The Mirror and Hello magazine.
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Tiger feat
Launched on World Tiger Day on 29 July 
2021 with the help of our Founder Patron, 
Dame Joanna Lumley, and featured in The 
Independent, our Tigers in Crisis appeal 
raised funds to help keep wild tigers safe 
from poachers and provide lifetime care 
for rescued individuals.

Helping huge herbivores
Our Save Africa’s Giants appeal raised 
funds to work with local communities to 
protect rare giraffes and elephants in our 
charity’s homeland of Meru in Kenya.

Lions of Lockdown
Our appeal to give four lions rescued from 
a circus in France a forever home at Born 
Free’s sanctuary in South Africa had a big 
impact. BBC Breakfast followed the move 
with cross-channel coverage including 
ITV News, Channel 5 News and BBC 
Newsround.

Year of the Lion
Our special year got off to a roaring start 
in January 2022 with the launch of our 
Born Free Forever exhibit of 25 life-size 
lions cast in bronze, in London Waterloo’s 
Millennium Green. Created by world-
famous artists Gillie and Marc, coverage 
included ITV News, Channel 5 News, Sky 
News, The Independent, 
The Sun, The 
Daily Mirror 
and The 
Express.

Our two high performing new teams worked together to raise vital 
funds and awareness, creating world-class communications to 
connect with and engage supporters from a wide audience.  What we 

achieved 2021/22

A FEW 
HIGHLIGHTS

Raised £47,000

Raised £51,000

Raised £118,000

Raised £75,000

Digital impact
Our social media had a 664,688 audience with 1,720,525 
engagements and 357,981 Facebook followers, 159,134 Instagram, 137,821 Twitter and 
9,752 Linked In. Our website received 1,720,499 annual visitors or 4,713 views per day.

1,720,525 engagements

In memory of Bill
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OUR FINANCES 
THANKS TO YOU

Where our funds come from (£6.2M)

Legacies
£2.6M

Donations
£3.2M

Trading activities
£0.2M

Other £0.2M

How we spend every £1 YOU donate

26p

Generating 
income

29p

Conservation

27p

Rescue and 
care

9p

Policy

7p

Education

2p

Behaviour 
change

In 2021-22, thanks to the generous support of our friends 
and donors, we raised a total £6.2m of income*

In 2021-22, our total expenditure was £5.5m*. The surplus we generated in 
the year will enable us to continue our work in 2022-23, which includes funding 

the expansion of our Tier 1 projects in Kenya and Cameroon.

* The total income and expenditure figures quoted are based on the draft accounts for 2021-22. The audit of the 2021-22 accounts is yet 
to be completed and could result in amendments to these totals. The full, audited financial statements for the Born Free Foundation will be 

included in the Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts 2021-22, which will be available on our website when published in October 2022.

INSPIRED BY WHAT YOU’VE SEEN?
Together we can achieve so much for wildlife! There are 
many ways you can partner with Born Free and support 
wild animal care and conservation. To take action and 
make a difference email: info@bornfree.org.uk or write 
to: Born Free Foundation, 2nd Floor, Frazer House, 
14 Carfax, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1ER.



Born Free Foundation 2nd Floor, Frazer House, 14 Carfax, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 1ER, UK

bornfree.org.uk

Registered Charity 1070906


