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Born Free was founded by Virginia McKenna OBE and Bill Travers MBE, who starred
in the movie classic, Born Free (1966), together with their eldest son, Will Travers OBE.
Born Free's mission is to ensure that all wild animals, whether living in captivity or
in the wild, are treated with compassion and respect and are able to live their lives
according to their needs. Born Free opposes the exploitation of wild animals in
captivity and campaigns to Keep Wildlife in the Wild.
Born Free promotes Compassionate Conservation, which strives to enhance the
survival of threatened species in the wild and protect natural habitats while
respecting the needs of and safeguarding the welfare of individual animals. Born
Free seeks to have a positive impact on animals in the wild and to protect their
ecosystems in perpetuity, for their own intrinsic value and for the critical roles
they play within the natural world. For more information about Born Free, please
visit: www.bornfree.org.uk.
02

Born Free's Education Programme
"IN THE END WE WILL
CONSERVE ONLY WHAT
WE LOVE, WE WILL
LOVE ONLY WHAT WE
UNDERSTAND AND WE
WILL UNDERSTAND ONLY
WHAT WE ARE TAUGHT."
BABA DIOUM (1968)

Education is an important component of a holistic
approach to achieving our organisational vision
and priorities. Through education, we aim to impact
individual and collective knowledge, values and
beliefs. By increasing knowledge and changing
attitudes, we can start to impact behaviour,
creating the conditions within which individuals
and communities can make more compassionate,
sustainable and wildlife-friendly decisions.
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Why We Do This:
From a human perspective, we live alongside wildlife,
whether in an urban or rural context and wherever
we are in the world. Wildlife is intrinsically linked with
our environment and our lives. The development of
Born Free’s education work, therefore, stems from
two main observations:
Human-induced threats to biodiversity/wildlife:
According to the 2019 IPBES Global Biodiversity
Assessment1 ‘nature and its vital contributions to
people, which together embody biodiversity and
ecosystem functions and services, are deteriorating
worldwide at a rate unprecedented in human history.
With a million species at risk of extinction,
transformative changes are needed in our currently
insufficient response and these responses must
override vested interests’.
Low consideration for, and understanding of, animal
welfare at all levels of society:
A lack of understanding about this issue can result
in the needs of wild animals (both free living and
in captivity) being disregarded and the role of
individual animals in a community/ecosystem being
underestimated.

Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (2019) available at:https://ipbes.net/global-assessment
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What We Do:
Born Free’s education programmes work to support the realisation of the organisational mission and objectives by
increasing understanding of, and changing attitudes towards, wildlife (both in terms of their conservation
and individual welfare), to drive positive behaviour change.
Our projects inform, inspire and engage people from all walks of life. We increase knowledge, promote compassion
and respect for animals, and enable individual and community-scale action to build a future where there is no wild
animal exploitation, and where human impact on wildlife populations is mitigated, with co-existence becoming
the norm.

How We Do It:
We help communities become environmentally literate, motivated, knowledgeable, skilled and willing to choose
actions that do not negatively impact wild animals or the environment, and, where possible, actively enhance them;
who understand that humane behaviour and respect for living beings is beneficial for society, our future and animals
themselves, by:
• Fostering a love and respect for the natural world
• Increasing awareness of the threats and challenges facing wildlife, both locally and globally
• Nurturing a generation who are intrinsically wildlife conservation-oriented, and who understand the benefits wildlife
and the environment bring to us
• Promoting environmental stewardship and the philosophy of sustainability by promoting good resource
management, demonstrating the value of protecting wildlife to human communities and improving the livelihoods of
communities who co-exist with wildlife
• Ensuring communities understand that individual animals have intrinsic value and that preventing their suffering
enhances their lives and ours.
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Hear The Roar!! Magazine

WINTER 2020/21
ISSUE 4

Launched in 2019, Hear the Roar!! is a biannual
magazine that helps children aged seven to 11
learn about wildlife, the natural world and the
work that Born Free does around the world.
• FROM HOT TO COLD

Schools can sign up to receive two copies of each
magazine free of charge, allowing children from all
backgrounds and abilities to access information about
the natural world.

From freezing Arctic
ice fields, to scorchin
g deserts

• RAISING CUBS

Meet the bear cubs
at the Orphan Bear
Rescue Centre

• THE POSITIVE POWER

BORN FREE
NEWS

Why Is This Important?
Hear the Roar!! magazine not only engages children
who have an interest in wildlife, but by distributing
issues to schools, allows us to engage with whole new
audiences in a fun and accessible way.

Reach
Each copy of Hear the Roar!! is sent to 800 schools.
Over 200 of these schools are part of a permanent
mailing list who receive every issue of Hear The Roar!!
Assuming the majority of schools share the magazine
between a two-form entry year group, the magazine
reaches approximately 15,000 pupils3. The likelihood
is this number is much higher, as anecdotal feedback
from schools suggests magazines are shared across
the entire school.
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Great to hear Born Free’s work in Meru
and Amboseli National Parks is having
an impact.

KING’S
NEW
BESTIE!
King, the young lion rescued from a flat in Paris
and given a home at our big cat sanctuary in
South Africa, has been introduced to a young
lioness, Thea. The pair are getting along well
and spend their time playing or climbing on
their jungle gym.

By continuing to send Hear the Roar!! free of charge
to primary schools across the country, Born Free
is helping provide much needed extra-curricular
materials to schools, whilst inspiring and educating
children about wildlife and the environment, and
promoting reading for fun.

“My Year 2 class have really enjoyed reading it and
talking about the issues highlighted in it.”
Class teacher
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The number of wild lions has increased
in Kenya from 2,000 to 2,489.
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Pre-pandemic, many schools were already facing
a funding crisis, with incredibly tight budgets and
rising costs. This has resulted in curriculums being
squeezed, and extra-curricular activities being
shelved2. COVID-19 has further exacerbated
this problem.

“The children in Year 4 are really enjoying reading them
as part of their learning during lockdown. We have
50% disadvantaged pupils, many of whom don’t have
the luxury of reading magazines like this.”
Head teacher

OF BIODIVERSITY

Plus: Cressida
Cowell, award-w
inning author and
has created a very
illustrato r,
special bear portrait
activity just for
you.

TARCNoYrnAe’Sr

Hello, my name is Tarnya. I’m part of Born
Free’s Animal Welfare and Captivity team and
am also a volunteer wildlife rescuer. I work with
local wildlife rescue centres and vets to help
orphaned, abandoned or injured wild animals –
so they can return to the wild.
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A LIFETIME IN LOCKDOWN
The coronavirus pandemic has left many of
us feeling lonely and frustrated at home during
lockdown. We created an animation to compare
our experiences with the daily reality for countless
captive wild animals.

Bear
Cub
Update
Remember Kuzya
and Karel, the bear
cubs found orphaned in
Russia in January 2019?
The brothers spent the
summer cared for at
a rescue centre and
were recently returned
to the wild!
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Internationally, the magazine is also sent to Born
Free’s 16 partner schools in Kenya once a year. Across
these schools, 960 pupils receive the magazine as part
of our Conservation Clubs. These magazines are then
shared between families and friends, again furthering
the magazine’s reach.

Planned activities 21/22
• Publish two more issues of Hear the Roar!!, adapting
these to become more schools-focused and link
more to Born Free’s work
• Build further collaborations with children’s authors
and artists.

Amanda Spielman, Chief of Ofsted: Commentary on School Funding (2019) GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Based on average primary school class sizes in England (2019) Class sizes | NEU
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The Great Debate
The Great Debate is a free
programme that aims to provide
teachers with the tools to engage
their students in meaningful
debate about key wildlife or
environmental topics. Each year,
The Great Debate focuses on a
new topic, and each scheme of
work is differentiated so they
can be accessed by KS2, KS3
and KS4 pupils. This allows
Born Free to engage and inform
a huge cross-section of the
young population.

Why Is This Important?
“By participating in school debates, you are participating in one of the most important rituals of democratic life in the
UK… It is, quite simply, impossible to think critically without having some background knowledge about the subject
at hand. In the same way that it is impossible to debate well without any knowledge or understanding of the motion.”
Nick Gibb MP4
Students not only gain knowledge about the debate topic, but also skills that will help them to research, frame
and deliver an argument, while reducing their impact on biodiversity and the environment. Every Great Debate
focuses on a global issue, such as plastic and chocolate consumption, highlighting to pupils that their local actions
can have global consequences. This allows pupils to think critically about their own choices and how these have
an impact on the planet.
“Brilliant resources that are well written and user friendly. I love the intro video! I shall enjoy doing this debate with
my KS2 classes. Fabulous! Thanks!” KS2 teacher
“Really well produced and engaging resources. Encouraged careful and thoughtful discussion with Year 9 groups.
Brilliant.” KS3 teacher

Reach
The Great Debate resources are hosted on TES.com. This platform allows teachers from across the UK to download
resources for free. The following pupil figures are based on each download being shared with one average class:
• 2019 Plastics – Whose Responsibility? – Approximately 42,720 pupils, ranging from KS2-KS4
• 2020 Chocolate – sacrificing biodiversity for pleasure? – Approximately 10,782 pupils, ranging from KS2-KS4.
In November 2020, we also held an online expert panel discussion for Plastic – Whose Responsibility? A total of 294
students and 21 teachers from eight schools signed up to attend the discussion – also available on YouTube.

Planned Activities 21/22
• Run online workshops and an expert panel discussion for the topic Chocolate – Are We Sacrificing Biodiversity For
Pleasure?, with 10 schools attending
• Launch The Great Debate 2021. This will be based on livestock farming.
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Nick Gibb MP: Why we must have debate in our schools (2016) GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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CREATIVE NATURE
Born Free’s UK Education Programme works with
a variety of external partners, including artists and
organisations, who wish to engage young people
through the arts and outdoor education.
Our partner projects include:
• Last Chance To Paint
• Where Did All The Animals Go?
• Special Educational Needs Resources.

WILD POSTCARD GALLERY
Jane Lee McCracken

Online gallery submissions:

Get creative with a Biro!

Pick up a Biro and create a drawing of your
favourite WILD ANIMAL on a blank postcard
or paper. Send an image of your drawing to:
jane@janeleemccracken.co.uk

Open to all ages. All drawings featured here:
janeleemccracken.co.uk/wheredidalltheanimalsgo/wildpostcardgallery

Why Is This Important?
Born Free strives to enable and support engagement
with wildlife conservation and welfare discussions
in a way that empowers the learner. Delving into
issues such as the global biodiversity crisis and the
abuse of wild animals kept as pets, for example,
can be intense and often-complex areas of study –
making it challenging for learners to fully engage and
overwhelming in their scale and implications.
By using art, drama and other forms of creative
expression, students can engage with a sciencebased discipline in a way that suites different leaning
styles – using it as a gateway to understanding the
threats faced by wildlife, the importance of animal
welfare and compassion, and the potential solutions
we can all feed into.
While some of our work utilises and supports more
scientific learning styles, by recognising the different
strengths and interests amongst learners, we are able
to unlock the subject for a wider audience. Art can
also be used to promote problem solving and critical
thinking, key skills in wildlife conservation. Drama
supports empathy and helps build new perspectives.

Reach
Last Chance To Paint
The Last Chance to Paint resources are hosted on
TES.com. This platform allows teachers from across
the UK to download resources for free. Through this
platform, the Last Chance To Paint resources have
reached approximately 24,108 pupils.

Wild Postcard Gallery
is part of Where Did
All the Animals Go?
art & environmental
education project
founded by Artist,
Jane Lee McCracken
in partnership with
international wildlife
charity Born Free.

Enjoy drawing and some creative ‘you-time’. The next time
you pick up a Biro, think of the animal you drew and how the
world is a better place for its existence. Remember,
EVERYONE CAN DRAW!

© Jane Lee McCracken 2020

E Jane Lee McCracken

D Janeleemcc
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Planned Activities 21/22
Last Chance To Paint
• Run a selection of webinars for schools across the
UK to accompany the Precious Africa online resources
Where Did All The Animals Go?
• Run international workshops with a total of six
schools in Guyana and Malaysia
• Children’s drawings from the project will then be
displayed in the Great North Museum, in Newcastle,
between July and September 2021.
Autism and Nature
• Create a range of resources about African elephants
and UK nature that are accessible for SEND pupils.

Where Did All the Animals Go?
Now in its second phase, Where Did All The Animals
Go? has run workshops in 10 schools across the north
of England, reaching around 300 pupils. A further 170
pupils have been reached across Laguna Beach in
California, and three schools in Kenya through remote
and local workshops.
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Youth/ Junior Ambassador Programme
Born Free knows the importance of empowering
young people. Our Youth Ambassador Programme
gives young people a voice, and a platform to
inspire others to Keep Wildlife in the Wild.

Why Is This Important?
The world’s youth are rarely given a voice in
discussions that affect their future, despite the
burden that we are placing on them to resolve the
environmental problems created by current and past
generations.
By giving young people a voice and a platform through
our Youth Ambassador Programme, we hope to
mobilise even more young people to stand up and
have their voices heard, showing them they can make
a difference. This will invest future generations in Born
Free’s mission, and help change attitudes about how
we treat animals in captivity and the wild.

Reach
Born Free currently has two Youth Ambassadors and
one Junior Ambassador. Our Ambassadors help us
reach even more young people through their activities
and promotion of Born Free’s work across social
media channels, with over 161K followers combined
on Twitter alone.

Planned Activities 21/22
• Raise the profile of our Youth
Ambassador Programme
by featuring it in Born Free
publications eg, Wild Life
magazine
• Collaborate with our Junior and
Youth Ambassadors to reach
even more young people and
support them in their future
development.
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UK Outreach and Teaching Resources
In the UK, our education programme aims to reach children and young people both in schools and out, to
instil a love of wildlife and encourage personal action. All our educational talks and resources are free of
charge so that all schools can access and engage with our educational work.
Our range of workshops and teaching resources can be run across a variety of educational and extra-curricular
settings, and can be differentiated to link to the KS2, KS3 and KS4 national curriculums.

Why Is This Important?
By educating people from a young age, Born Free can help ensure children grow up with the desire and tools to be
stewards of the natural world and care for the needs of individual animal. Pupils will be given the opportunity to think
critically about their own choices, and understand how these have an impact on the planet.
Born Free’s workshops and teaching resources provide vital support for teachers and parents who want to instil
a love of wildlife amongst pupils, whilst meeting national curriculum objectives. By providing content linked to the
national curriculum, Born Free’s workshops and resources ensure teachers and parents can continue to provide a
broad and balanced curriculum, free of charge.

Reach
Despite being a small team, the UK education team reaches a huge number of schools through our free online
teaching resources, with 23,188* downloads in the last 12 months. COVID-19 has also provided a unique
opportunity. As remote delivery has become commonplace, we have been able to deliver workshops to areas of the
country we would not often reach.
For schools that still prefer face-to-face workshops, collaborations with volunteer programmes like Volunteers for
Future allow us to reach even more children from disadvantaged areas that we could not otherwise reach. This
partnership aims to reach at least 600 young people and create lasting relationships with schools.

Planned Activities 21/22
• Complete the Volunteers For Future pilot project
• Increase our resources for home-schooling to support parents during lockdown and provide content for
approximately 100,000 home-schooled pupils across the UK
• Create more resources aligned with the secondary national curriculum
• Reach as many schools as possible through remote and face-to-face delivery.
* as reported by tes.com
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Youth Wildlife Filmmaker and
Photographer of the Year Competition
This year we have launched Born Free’s first Youth
Wildlife Filmmaker and Photographer of the Year
Competition. Our aim is to inspire as many young
people as possible to celebrate nature on their own
doorstep through the medium of photography and
filmmaking. With no requirements for specialist
equipment or software, we hope to ensure as many
young people as possible can enter with nothing
but a passion to share their local wildlife stories.
This competition can also support teachers and
parents, looking for a long-term project for their
children to undertake.

HOPE
SPRINGS
ETERNAL

Why Is This Important?
In 2020, many stopped and listened to nature for the
first time; it provided a source of hope and wellbeing
to many during an incredibly difficult time. We hope
the competition will allow children and young people
to experience and share the hope that nature can
bring to us, through still or moving imagery.

ARE YOU READY FOR
A WILD ADVENTURE?
Isabelle Groc, award-winning environmental writer, conservation photographer and documentary
filmmaker says: “I was nine years old when my parents gave me my first camera. I spent as much time
as I could in nature, photographing every living creature I could find close to home in the South of France:
ants, robins, frogs and plants. Now, it’s your turn to show us how you experience wildlife and conservation
actions on your doorstep.”

This competition has been designed to be accessible
to everyone 16 years and under, regardless of whether
or not children are based in an urban environment, or
have any specialist photographic equipment. This will
allow all children and young people to explore their
local area, and familiarise themselves with local flora
and fauna. By becoming acquainted with local wildlife,
children and young people will become invested, and
actively want to protect the local environment as they
grow up.

Enter Born Free’s first Youth Wildlife Filmmaker and Photographer of the Year competition!

WITH A CAMERA OR SMARTPHONE, PRODUCE A SHORT FILM
(UP TO THREE MINUTES) OR TAKE A SERIES OF UP TO SIX IMAGES
THAT TELL NATURE’S STORIES CLOSE TO HOME. FIND INSPIRATION
IN THE SKY, YOUR GARDEN, YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD,
A LOCAL PARK OR POND.

LAUNCHING 3RD MARCH 2021. CLOSING DATE 31ST MAY 2021
We can’t wait to see your entries!

Reach
We aim to receive at least 150 entries to the competition, including 20 from schools. The competition will also provide
wider brand awareness for Born Free and its Education Programme through social media posts and press releases.

Planned Activities 21/22
• Create links with a sponsor
• Winners will be announced in June 2021.
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