Born Free never forgets the importance of the
individual ... both the individual animals we help,
and the individual people making a difference. At
the heart of the Foundation lies the true story of
one little elephant - Pole Pole.

Pole Pole’s story

After filming Born Free in Kenya, Bill Travers
began to produce wildlife films including ‘An
Elephant Called Slowly’ (1969) also set in Kenya,
and featuring Pole Pole the elephant calf. Pole

BACKGROUND STORY
One by one

In 1983 Pole Pole
collapsed and died,
aged just 16. Yetin
the wild elephants can
live to over 60 years.
Outraged by her death
Bill and Virginia were
determined. Her short
life would not be in
vain. Elephants, like
all wild creatures, do
not belong in captivity.

Pole was only two when she was torn from her
wild family as a qift to London Zoo and was due
to be exported after the filming. Bill and Virginia
tried to prevent the move, but she was sent to

Together with their son
Will Travers they
launched Zoo Check in
1984, the charity that

the Zoo. has evolved into the
Born Free Foundation.
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